
lsla~ll just bccausc Mollam~ncd was \vllilc. 
Wc havc to look at Isla~ll ilsclf. 

1 \vouldn't \van1 to bc a Musli~ll bccausc 
lslanl is anti Trccdon~, which is OIIC issuc so 
closc to thc hcans and minds oT African 
Anlcricans, considcri~lg tllc incquitics lllcy 
llavc sufrcrcd in lllcir past. 

Onc thing Islam docs not bclicvc io is 
frccdom of rcligion. IT lslan~ lakcs ovcr 
Amcrica tllcrc \vouldnlt bc a clloicc oT 
rcligion. Tllc Quran statcs: "I/ ariyonc 
tlcsircs a religiori other thari Islnrrr, rtcvcr ~vi l l  
it be ucceptcd of hint; trrrtl in the her-cnJicr- he 
1vil1 be in the rariks o/ those I I ~ O  have 
lost".(Surah 335)  

Many of thc tcacllings oT Islam arc 
incompatible \ i t11 progress. Neithcr arc thcy 
con~patiblc \\*it11 human rights, civil rights or 
constitutional rigllts. 

Hcrc arc a fc\v csanlplcs of thc tcacllings of 
Islam: 

Mcn are supcrior to \vomcn. (Surah 
2:228) 
Womcn havc half thc rights of men: 
a-In coun \vitncss. (Surah 2:282) 
b-In inhcritancc. (Surah 4: 11) 
A man may beat his \vile. (Surah 4:34) 
A man may marry up to four \vi\les at thc 
same time (Surah 4:3) 
Muslinls must fight until tllcir opponents 
submit to Isla~n. (Surah 9 5 )  

1 A Muslim must not takc a Jc\v or a 
Christian for a fricnd.(Surah 554) 
A Muslim apostatc must bc killed.(Surall 
9: 12) 
Stealing is punishcd by the amputatio~~ ol 
the hands. (Surah 514 1) 
Adultery is punished by public flogging. 
(Surah 24:2) 
No separation between Cllurcl~ and State. 
(Surah 2: 193) 
No opposition party allowed. (Surah 
459) 

Musli~l~s don't cnrc for !-oor ski11 color. 
tllcy arc ooly usillg Illat lo gi1i11 ~o l~ t ro l  o\.cr 
you. For if Mt~slilns rcally carc Tor ACric;~l~s. 
\vl~y ilrc African Muslirl~s kid11;1ppi11g ll~cir 
ATrici~n Cllristiil~~ broll~crs ~llcsc tl;~ys i l l  

Sudan. butcllcri~~g tllc \vci~k ; I I I ~  sc l l i~~g tllc 
I~caltlly as slil\~cs? (scc Sli~cc Dcpl. rcporl: 
Nc\vs Ncttvork I~~ tc r~~ i~ t io l~a l .  Mil! 26.1993) 

Considcr, OII t l~c  olllcr I~i~nd. t11i11 Jcsus 
Cllrisl calllc to givc tls clcr~l;il IiTc. nhcrc 
c\.cr>l)otly sli~ntls cclu;~l i r ~  tllc sigl11 or God. 
"Tlrcr-e is rrci/lrer. .JCII. rror- (;r.cek. 111cr.c is 
neither. horrtl nor- jbcc. 11ri~r.c i.v rrtri/lrcr- rrrcjlc 
nor. firntrle; /or- jlc tj1.r rjll o ~ i e  rir C'lrr.is/ 
Jesus". Galatians 3 :28 

Tllc dillcrc~lcc bct\vccn lsla~ll and tllc 
tcacl~ings of Jcsus Christ is 1:rcat. l ' l~c clloicc 
is clcar, tllc clloicc is yours. 

IiNOCV 7'HE Y'RU7'H 
FOIAI,OIV THE 1RU7'H 
SPREA I )  7'H E 7'R U 7'H 

"You sllall kno~v tllc t n ~ t l ~ .  and lllc trull~ sllnll 
111akc you frcc." (Jolln 8132) 

"Stand fast tllcrcforc i n  tllc libcfl!. \vl~crc\vill~ 
Cllrist l l n l l ~  nladc us frcc. ilnd bc 1101 

entangled again \\.it11 thc yokc of bondilgc." 
(Galatians 5: 1 &2) 
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Neither BLACK nor AFRICAN 
By Abdullah A1 Araby 

The color of onc's skin lias suddcnly 
bcconlc rclcvant to religion. Muslin1 activists 
I m c  bcen tqirlg to convincc Africari 
Amcrican citizens that Islam is tllc rcligioll of 
the black man, that Islam is African and that 
Moliammed was black. Nccdlcss to say, 
Muslims only make these claims to Blacks; 
aniong Whitcs they take a difTerent approach! 

Knowing that tllcse arc wcll thought-out 
falsifications, intended only to draw Blacks 
towards Islam, I felt compelled to sct the facts 
straight. Nothing in this article is meant to 
lend al)proval to this racial approach. If 
we are to accept or  reject Islam, it should 
be based on Islam's own merits, rather 
than color o r  origin. 

The main sourcc of information for this 
article, is the Quran translated by Abdullall 
Yusuf Ali, and the "Hadith", the deeds and 
words of Mohammed thc prophet of Islam as 
recorded by "Sahih al Bukhary" and "Sahih 
Moslem". 

AFRICA WAS NOT THE CRADLE 
OF ISLAM 

Islam was born in the 7th century, in the 
Arabian Peninsula, which is part of the 
continent of Asia. Yello\v Asia and Black 
Africa are separated by the Red Sea. Here, 
a e  are talking about two different 
continents and two different peoples. 

Islam went to Africa relatively recently, 
and is not the predominant religion there. 
African Americans n.ere most likely either 
Christians or  Animists at the time they 
were brought to America.. 

Cliristialiity has becn present in Africa 
since thc first half of thc first ccntury. St. 
Mark, the writer of the Gospel of Mark was a 
North African Jew who prcachcd the Gospel 

to Egypr. Fro111 tlicrc. Cliristii~~~ity sprcad all 
over Nortl~ Africa. and to tlic soul11 of Egypt's 
bordcrs. Tlic Eastcrn churcll raiscd to tllc 
Ic\lcl of sail~tl~ood I I I ~ I I ~  Africal~s, St. Moscs 
tllc Black fro111 Egypt and St. Tckla Hi~aiu~otc 
tlic Etliiopiali and othcrs. 

01ic of tlic tcaclicrs and proplicts in tlic 
carly church, Sinico~i, was at) African fronl 
Niger in \vest Africa (Acts 13: 1) 

Eastcrn Africa \\!as con\tcrtcd to 
Christianity througli tlic ministry of a cabinct 
nicnibcr of Queen Ca~idacc of Ethiopia who 
was baptizcd by St. Pliilip, o~ic of Jcsus' 12 
disciplcs (Acts 8:26 - 40). 

MOHAMMED WAS NOT A BLACK 
MAN 

Mohamnicd was an Asian-Arab. You 
can't conhsc an Asian-Arab \villi a Black- 
African. Tlicrc are liulilerous cvidcnces that 
Molia~iinicd was actually whitc. 'The space 
limitation will allo\\; us to mention only a 
rc\v: 

In Sallih Al Bukliary vol. 1 no. 63, we 
read "while we were sittirlg udth the Prophet, 
a /nun calrre and soid, '\c~ho arlrongst you is 
A ~ o l ~ a ~ ~ r ~ ~ r e d ? ~  Ilfe replied, 'this white rrrarl 
reclining on his onn. . . " 

In volunle 2 Haditli no. I22 refers to 
Mohammed as a "~vlt i f~ persont' and in vol. 2 
Haditli no. 141 \vc arc told tliat \\<hen 
Mohammed raiscd his arms, "the ~vltifetress 
o/his ariirpits becarrre visible." 

MOHAMMED OWNED BLACK 
SLAVES 

Mohammed referred to Blacks as slaves. 
He even o\vned several black slaves. Bilal, 
Abu Hurairah, usamah Ebn Zaaycd, and a 
"Ghullaam" (youth) na~ncd Rabbali, were 
among Moliammcd's slaves. 

Even in modern timcs, in Saudi Arabia tlic 
honicland of Islam, the common word for 
"Black" is "Abd" mcaning slave. 

What \\as Mohamrncd's position on 
frceing the slaves? 

In one instance , a man frced a slave that 
IIC kept as a scsual partner. Whe11 
Molianlllled licard \vllat happened, hc 
auctiolled tlic boy and sold him for 800 
dcrlialils to Na-ccm Ebn Abdullah Al- 
Nahhalll. (Sallih Moslem vol. 7, page 83) 

According to Mohamnied, the punishment 
for committing adultery is different between a 
free man, a frce woman and a slave-woman. 
The nian is to be flogged one-hundred.stripes 
and be exiled for one year. The woman must 
be stoncd to death. But the slave-woman 
(since she has a monetary value) will not bc 
cxiled or killed, she is to be flogged one- 
hundred stripes. If the violation is repeated, 
thc slave-woman is to be soId.(Sahih Al 
Bukhary vol. 8:82 1 & 822) 

ISLAM LOOKED DOWN ON 
BLACKS 

Islani is a religion, whose sacred Scriptures 
contain explicit denigrating remarks about 
Black people. 

Mohammed referred to Blacks as "raisin 
heads". (Sahih A1 Bukhary vol. 1, no 662 and 
vol. 9, no. 256). 

In an authenticated Hadith, Mohammed is 
quoted as saying; "Blacks will steal when 
hungry, when cloy gull) they are 
pronriscuous". (Sahih Moslem) 

In another Hadith, Mohammed is quoted as 
saying that Blacks are, " pug-nosed slaves" 
(Sahih Moslem vol. 9 pages 46 and 47) 

ISLAM IS NOT THE HAVEN OF 
FREEDOM AND EQUALITY 

Even if we wrongly assume that Islam 
started in Africa and that its Prophet was a 
black man, this still wouldn't in itself be a 
good reason for Blacks to adopt Islam Nor 
would it bc a good rcason for Whites to adopt 




