THE LORD WILL GET THE
ATTENTION OF THE PRAYERLESS

2 Chronicles 7:13-14

13 If | shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if | command the locusts to devour the
land, or if | send pestilence among my people;

14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

THE LORD WILL WITHHOLD RAIN FROM OUR
LIVES:

WORD STUDY:

2 Chronicles 7:13 If | shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if | command the
locusts to devour the land, or if | send pestilence among my people;

SHUT UP (BROWN, DRIVER, AND BRIGGS’ HEBREW LEXICON) = #6113 “atsar-
to restrain, to retain, to close up, to shut, to withhold, to refrain, to stay, to detain
a) (Qal)
1) to restrain, to halt, to stop
2) to retain
b) (Niphal) to be restrained, to be stayed, to be under restraint

Deuteronomy 11:16-17

16 Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn aside, and
serve other gods, and worship them;

17 And then the LORD's wrath be kindled against you, and he shut up the heaven, that
there be no rain, and that the land yield not her fruit; and lest ye perish quickly from off
the good land which the LORD giveth you.

Deuteronomy 11:16-17 (The Living Bible)

16 "But beware that your hearts do not turn from God to worship other gods.
17 For if you do, the anger of the Lord will be hot against you, and he will shut
the heavens-- there will be no rain and no harvest, and you will quickly perish
from the good land the Lord has given you.
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2 Chronicles 6:26-27

26 When the heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have sinned against
thee; yet if they pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and turn from their sin,
when thou dost afflict them;

27 Then hear thou from heaven, and forgive the sin of thy servants, and of thy people
Israel, when thou hast taught them the good way, wherein they should walk; and send
rain upon thy land, which thou hast given unto thy people for an inheritance.

Psalms 107:32-36

32 Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the
assembly of the elders.

33 He turneth rivers into a wilderness, and the watersprings into dry ground;

34 A fruitful land into barrenness, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein.

35 He turneth the wilderness into a standing water, and dry ground into watersprings.
36 And there he maketh the hungry to dwell, that they may prepare a city for habitation;

Luke 4:25-26

25 But | tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the
heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all
the land;

26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a
woman that was a widow.

Revelation 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith
he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no
man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;
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THE LORD WILL COMMAND LOCUSTS TO
DEVOUR THE HARVEST:

WORD STUDY:

2 Chronicles 7:13 If | shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if | command the
locusts to devour the land, or if | send pestilence among my people;

COMMAND (BROWN, DRIVER, AND BRIGGS’ HEBREW LEXICON) = #6680
tsavah- to command, to charge, to give orders, to lay charge, to give charge to, to
order
a) (Piel)

1) to lay charge upon

2) to give charge to, to give command to

3) to give charge unto

4) to give charge over, to appoint

5) to give charge, to command

6) to charge, to command

7) to charge, to commission

8) to command, to to appoint, to ordain (of divine act)
b) (Pual) to be commanded

DEVOUR (BROWN, DRIVER, AND BRIGGS’ HEBREW LEXICON) = #398 'akal-
to eat, to devour, to burn up, to feed
a) (Qal)
1) to eat (human subject)
2) to eat, devour (used of animals and birds)
3) to devour, consume (used of fire)
4) to devour, to kill (used of sword)
5) to devour, consume, destroy (inanimate subjects: that is, pestilence, drought)
6) to devour (used of oppression)
b) (Niphal)
1) to be eaten (by men)
2) to be devoured, to be consumed (used of fire)
3) to be wasted, to be destroyed (used of flesh)
c) (Pual)
1) to cause to eat, to feed with
2) to cause to devour
d) (Hiphil)
1) to feed
2) to cause to eat
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Psalms 105:33-35

33 He smote their vines also and their fig trees; and brake the trees of their coasts.
34 He spake, and the locusts came, and caterpillers, and that without number,

35 And did eat up all the herbs in their land, and devoured the fruit of their ground.

Joel 1:1-20

1 The word of the LORD that came to Joel the son of Pethuel.

2 Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in
your days, or even in the days of your fathers?

3 Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children
another generation.

4 That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; and that which the locust
hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the cankerworm hath left hath the
caterpiller eaten.

5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because of the
new wine; for it is cut off from your mouth.

6 For a nation is come up upon my land, strong, and without number, whose teeth are
the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion.

7 He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and
cast it away; the branches thereof are made white.

8 Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth.

9 The meat offering and the drink offering is cut off from the house of the LORD; the
priests, the LORD's ministers, mourn.

10 The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried
up, the oil languisheth.

11 Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl, O ye vinedressers, for the wheat and for
the barley; because the harvest of the field is perished.

12 The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languisheth; the pomegranate tree, the palm
tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field, are withered: because joy is
withered away from the sons of men.

13 Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all
night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the meat offering and the drink offering is
withholden from the house of your God.

14 Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants
of the land into the house of the LORD your God, and cry unto the LORD,

15 Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a destruction from the
Almighty shall it come.

16 Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, yea, joy and gladness from the house of our
God?

17 The seed is rotten under their clods, the garners are laid desolate, the barns are
broken down; for the corn is withered.
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18 How do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no
pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate.

19 O LORD, to thee will | cry: for the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness,
and the flame hath burned all the trees of the field.

20 The beasts of the field cry also unto thee: for the rivers of waters are dried up, and
the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness.

Joel 2:12-17

12 Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with
fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning:

13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for
he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of
the evil.

14 Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him; even a
meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your God?

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly:

16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the
children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber,
and the bride out of her closet.

17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar,
and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach,
that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people,
Where is their God?

Joel 2:23-28

23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath
given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain,
the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month.

24 And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall overflow with wine and oil.
25 And | will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and
the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which | sent among you.

26 And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your
God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed.

27 And ye shall know that | am in the midst of Israel, and that | am the LORD your God,
and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed.

28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that | will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions:
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THE LORD WILL SEND PESTILENCE AMONG
HIS PEOPLE:

WORD STUDY:

2 Chronicles 7:13 If | shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if | command the locusts
to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people;

PESTILENCE (STRONG’S HEBREW DICTIONARY) = #1698 deber (deh'-ber);
from 1696 (in the sense of destroying); a pestilence:
KJV-- murrain, pestilence, plague.

PESTILENCE (BROWN, DRIVER, AND BRIGGS’ HEBREW LEXICON) = #1698
deber -

1) a pestilence, a plague

2) murrain, a cattle disease, a cattle-plague

Numbers 14:11-12

11 And the LORD said unto Moses, How long will this people provoke me? and how
long will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which | have shewed among them?
12 | will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of thee a
greater nation and mightier than they.

Numbers 16:41-50

41 But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against
Moses and against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the people of the LORD.

42 And it came to pass, when the congregation was gathered against Moses and
against Aaron, that they looked toward the tabernacle of the congregation: and, behold,
the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD appeared.

43 And Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle of the congregation.

44 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

45 Get you up from among this congregation, that | may consume them as in a
moment. And they fell upon their faces.

46 And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire therein from off the altar,
and put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make an atonement for
them: for there is wrath gone out from the LORD; the plague is begun.

47 And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the congregation;
and, behold, the plague was begun among the people: and he put on incense, and
made an atonement for the people.

48 And he stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was stayed.
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49 Now they that died in the plague were fourteen thousand and seven hundred, beside
them that died about the matter of Korah.

50 And Aaron returned unto Moses unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation:
and the plague was stayed.

Amos 4:1-13

1 Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that are in the mountain of Samaria, which
oppress the poor, which crush the needy, which say to their masters, Bring, and let us
drink.

2 The Lord GOD hath sworn by his holiness, that, lo, the days shall come upon you,
that he will take you away with hooks, and your posterity with fishhooks.

3 And ye shall go out at the breaches, every cow at that which is before her; and ye
shall cast them into the palace, saith the LORD.

4 Come to Bethel, and transgress; at Gilgal multiply transgression; and bring your
sacrifices every morning, and your tithes after three years:

5 And offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven, and proclaim and publish the free
offerings: for this liketh you, O ye children of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.

6 And | also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and want of bread in all
your places: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.

7 And also | have withholden the rain from you, when there were yet three months to
the harvest: and | caused it to rain upon one city, and caused it not to rain upon another
city: one piece was rained upon, and the piece whereupon it rained not withered.

8 So two or three cities wandered unto one city, to drink water; but they were not
satisfied: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.

9 | have smitten you with blasting and mildew: when your gardens and your vineyards
and your fig trees and your olive trees increased, the palmerworm devoured them: yet
have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.

10 I have sent among you the pestilence after the manner of Egypt: your young men
have | slain with the sword, and have taken away your horses; and | have made the
stink of your camps to come up unto your nostrils: yet have ye not returned unto me,
saith the LORD.

11 I have overthrown some of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye
were as a firebrand plucked out of the burning: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith
the LORD.

12 Therefore thus will | do unto thee, O Israel: and because | will do this unto thee,
prepare to meet thy God, O Israel.

13 For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto
man what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high
places of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name.
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Deuteronomy 31:16-18

16 And the LORD said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers; and this
people will rise up, and go a whoring after the gods of the strangers of the land, whither
they go to be among them, and will forsake me, and break my covenant which | have
made with them.

17 Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and | will forsake them,
and | will hide my face from them, and they shall be devoured, and many evils and
troubles shall befall them; so that they will say in that day, Are not these evils come
upon us, because our God is not among us?

18 And | will surely hide my face in that day for all the evils which they shall have
wrought, in that they are turned unto other gods.

Isaiah 4:3-4

3 And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in
Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in
Jerusalem:

4 When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall
have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment,
and by the spirit of burning.

Isaiah 9:11-14

11 Therefore the LORD shall set up the adversaries of Rezin against him, and join his
enemies together,;

12 The Syrians before, and the Philistines behind; and they shall devour Israel with
open mouth. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.
13 For the people turneth not unto him that smiteth them, neither do they seek the
LORD of hosts.

14 Therefore the LORD will cut off from Israel head and tail, branch and rush, in one
day.

Amos 4:6-13

6 And | also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and want of bread in all
your places: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.

7 And also | have withholden the rain from you, when there were yet three months to
the harvest: and | caused it to rain upon one city, and caused it not to rain upon another
city: one piece was rained upon, and the piece whereupon it rained not withered.

8 So two or three cities wandered unto one city, to drink water; but they were not
satisfied: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.

9 | have smitten you with blasting and mildew: when your gardens and your vineyards
and your fig trees and your olive trees increased, the palmerworm devoured them: yet
have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.
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10 I have sent among you the pestilence after the manner of Egypt: your young men
have | slain with the sword, and have taken away your horses; and | have made the
stink of your camps to come up unto your nostrils: yet have ye not returned unto me,
saith the LORD.

11 I have overthrown some of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye
were as a firebrand plucked out of the burning: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith
the LORD.

12 Therefore thus will | do unto thee, O Israel: and because | will do this unto thee,
prepare to meet thy God, O Israel.

13 For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto
man what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high
places of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name.

1 Corinthians 11:31-32

31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be
condemned with the world.

1 Kings 8:28-40

28 Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and to his supplication, O
LORD my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, which thy servant prayeth
before thee to day:

29 That thine eyes may be open toward this house night and day, even toward the
place of which thou hast said, My name shall be there: that thou mayest hearken unto
the prayer which thy servant shall make toward this place.

30 And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people Israel, when
they shall pray toward this place: and hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place: and when
thou hearest, forgive.

31 If any man trespass against his neighbour, and an oath be laid upon him to cause
him to swear, and the oath come before thine altar in this house:

32 Then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, condemning the wicked,
to bring his way upon his head; and justifying the righteous, to give him according to his
righteousness.

33 When thy people Israel be smitten down before the enemy, because they have
sinned against thee, and shall turn again to thee, and confess thy name, and pray, and
make supplication unto thee in this house:

34 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and bring them
again unto the land which thou gavest unto their fathers.

35 When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have sinned against
thee; if they pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and turn from their sin, when
thou afflictest them:
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36 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy servants, and of thy people
Israel, that thou teach them the good way wherein they should walk, and give rain upon
thy land, which thou hast given to thy people for an inheritance.

37 If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, blasting, mildew, locust, or if
there be caterpiller; if their enemy besiege them in the land of their cities; whatsoever
plague, whatsoever sickness there be;

38 What prayer and supplication soever be made by any man, or by all thy people
Israel, which shall know every man the plague of his own heart, and spread forth his
hands toward this house:

39 Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and do, and give to every
man according to his ways, whose heart thou knowest; (for thou, even thou only,
knowest the hearts of all the children of men;)

40 That they may fear thee all the days that they live in the land which thou gavest unto
our fathers.

Jeremiah 14:11-12

11 Then said the LORD unto me, Pray not for this people for their good.

12 When they fast, | will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and an
oblation, | will not accept them: but | will consume them by the sword, and by the
famine, and by the pestilence.

2 Samuel 24:13-17

13 So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years of famine
come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while
they pursue thee? or that there be three days' pestilence in thy land? now advise, and
see what answer | shall return to him that sent me.

14 And David said unto Gad, | am in a great strait: let us fall now into the hand of the
LORD; for his mercies are great: and let me not fall into the hand of man.

15 So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning even to the time
appointed: and there died of the people from Dan even to Beersheba seventy thousand
men.

16 And when the angel stretched out his hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD
repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed the people, It is enough:
stay now thine hand. And the angel of the LORD was by the threshingplace of Araunah
the Jebusite.

17 And David spake unto the LORD when he saw the angel that smote the people, and
said, Lo, | have sinned, and | have done wickedly: but these sheep, what have they
done? let thine hand, | pray thee, be against me, and against my father's house.
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Ezekiel 14:12-23

12 The word of the LORD came again to me, saying,

13 Son of man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then will |
stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send
famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it:

14 Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but
their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord GOD.

15 If | cause noisome beasts to pass through the land, and they spoil it, so that it be
desolate, that no man may pass through because of the beasts:

16 Though these three men were in it, as | live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver
neither sons nor daughters; they only shall be delivered, but the land shall be desolate.
17 Or if | bring a sword upon that land, and say, Sword, go through the land; so that |
cut off man and beast from it:

18 Though these three men were in it, as | live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver
neither sons nor daughters, but they only shall be delivered themselves.

19 Or if | send a pestilence into that land, and pour out my fury upon it in blood, to cut
off from it man and beast:

20 Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as | live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall
deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their
righteousness.

21 For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when | send my four sore judgments
upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the
pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast?

22 Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought forth, both sons and
daughters: behold, they shall come forth unto you, and ye shall see their way and their
doings: and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that | have brought upon
Jerusalem, even concerning all that | have brought upon it.

23 And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their doings: and ye shall
know that | have not done without cause all that | have done in it, saith the Lord GOD.
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HEAR YE THE ROD:

Micah 6:9 The LORD's voice crieth unto the city, and the man of wisdom shall see thy
name: hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it.

Micah 6:1-16

1 Hear ye now what the LORD saith; Arise, contend thou before the mountains, and let
the hills hear thy voice.

2 Hear ye, O mountains, the LORD's controversy, and ye strong foundations of the
earth: for the LORD hath a controversy with his people, and he will plead with Israel.

3 O my people, what have | done unto thee? and wherein have | wearied thee? testify
against me.

4 For | brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of
servants; and | sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

5 O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam
the son of Beor answered him from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may know the
righteousness of the LORD.

6 Wherewith shall | come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall
| come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?

7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of
oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?

8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?

9 The LORD's voice crieth unto the city, and the man of wisdom shall see thy name:
hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it.

10 Are there yet the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant
measure that is abominable?

11 Shall | count them pure with the wicked balances, and with the bag of deceitful
weights?

12 For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants thereof have spoken
lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth.

13 Therefore also will | make thee sick in smiting thee, in making thee desolate
because of thy sins.

14 Thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied; and thy casting down shall be in the midst of
thee; and thou shalt take hold, but shalt not deliver; and that which thou deliverest will |
give up to the sword.

15 Thou shalt sow, but thou shalt not reap; thou shalt tread the olives, but thou shalt not
anoint thee with oil; and sweet wine, but shalt not drink wine.

16 For the statutes of Omri are kept, and all the works of the house of Ahab, and ye
walk in their counsels; that | should make thee a desolation, and the inhabitants thereof
an hissing: therefore ye shall bear the reproach of my people.
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